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Caribbean Telecoms Equipment 
Market Trends

-Structure of the Telecom Market

-Dynamics of Trade Experiences

-Technology and Procedures Systems

-Technical Barriers to Trade

-Choices for Enhancing the Telecom Market via 
Market Access Instruments



Caribbean Telecoms
Equipment Market Trends

SELECTED ISSUES

TRADE

TECHNOLOGY

CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

SAFEGUARDS

TRADE BARRIERS

Special Treatment

Technical Assistance



Map of the Caribbean



LIBERALISATION –
REGULATIONS & MARKETS

Country Telecom Act Other Instruments New
Licences

ICT Policy

Antigua & Barbuda Old APUA (Authority) *
Barbados New Policy FTC * *
Belize New PUC *
Dominica* New ECTEL * *
Grenada* New ECTEL * *
Guyana New PUC *
Jamaica Old OUR * *
Montserrat Old * *
St Kitts/Nevis* New ECTEL * *
Saint Lucia* New PUC/ ECTEL * *
St. Vincent and the Grenadines New ECTEL

Suriname* New Policy TAS *
The Bahamas New New PUC * *
Trinidad and Tobago New Policy TATT and RIC *
British Virgin Islands New - -

Cayman Islands ICT Act Independent Regulator *

Turks and Caicos Islands Old - *

Anguilla New PUC *
Haiti Old CONATEL *
Dominican Republic New INDOTEL * *

* ECTEL members – Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications Authority



CELLULAR MARKET TRENDS



LICENCES & INSTRUMENTS
COUNTRIES SPECTRUM USE E-COMMERCE TELECOM/

INET USAGE
INT’L

COOP.
SECURITY/

STANDARDS

Guyana National Frequency Mgt 
Unit – Lic. Granted
Licences Granted

Draft Law
Weak System

High Mobile
Med. Infrastructure

Technical – ITU
Finan. – IDB

-

Haiti - Weak Infrastructure UNDP -

Trinidad and 
Tobago

Gov’t Technical Agency Laws on E-Transactions
SME Portal, Central Bank 
Clearing System

High Mobile Technical – ITU
Financing –
IDB

Draft Legal 
Arrangements for 
data Protection

Cayman Islands - Advanced E-Commerce 
Laws and Regulations

High Infrastructure Investors Securep’ments s 
and Signatures

Barbados Licences Granted E-Commerce Laws High Infrastructure - -

Antigua/Barbuda Licences Granted Economic Processing Zone High Investors -

Belize Licences Granted Economic Processing Zone High Plan Puebla
and Panama 
Initiatives –
Backbone 
Infrastructure

-

St Kitts/Nevis Licences Granted - - - -

Dominican 
Republic

Licences Granted Economic Processing Zone
E-Commerce Laws

Med. Infras.
High Mobile

ITLA: Microsoft
Investors

Secure 
Signatures

Suriname - - Med. Infrastructure Investors -

Jamaica Licences Granted Economic Processing Zone –
Call Centres
E-Commerce Laws

Medium 
Infrastructure
High Mobile

E-Learning, ITU
Training, Infras
- CIT/CISCO

Draft Cyber crime 
Law, Draft New 
Standards Law

The Bahamas Licences Granted Advanced E-Commerce 
Laws and Regulations

High Infrastructure Investors Secure 
Signatures

Bermuda Licences Granted Advanced E-Commerce 
Laws and Regulations

High Infrastructure Investors Data Protection 
Legislation

Anguilla Licences Granted Advanced E-Commerce 
Laws and Regulations

High Infrastructure Investors Secure Data 
Infra. (ACORN)



Telecom Equipment Telecom Equipment Trade Balance
Exports (M US$) Imports (M US$) (M US$)
2002 2002 2002

Argentina 38 606 -569
Barbados - 27 -27
Belize … 6 …
Bolivia 8 54 -46
Brazil 1’258 518 -636
Canada 3’685 3’606 78
Chile 8 469 -493
Colombia 5 504 -498
Costa Rica 20 100 -80
Dominica … 4 …
Ecuador 1 181 -180
El Salvador 3 59 -56
Grenada - 6 -4
Guadeloupe* … … …
Guatemala 2 202 -200
Honduras 1 32 -31
Jamaica … 64 …
Mexico 6’902 2’632 4’270
Nicaragua 1 39 -38
Panama … 100 …
Paraguay - 33 -42
Peru 3 191 -188
Puerto Rico* … … …
St. Kitts/Nevis … 2 …
St. Vincent … 5 …
Suriname … 11 …
Trinidad & Tobago 10 67 -57
United States 10611 29’292 18’681
Uruguay - 19 -19
Venezuela 3 483 -480

* - As at year 2000 Source - World 
Telecommunication Development Report, 2003

Equipment Trade



MAPPING TECHNOLOGY 
INNOVATION



Eastern Caribbean Emergent 
Broadband Internet Services

NETWORKS TECHNOLOGY

Cellular ADSL

PSTN DOCSIS

Cable TV

GSM HSPDA

DVB-RCS/DVB-S

WIMAX



TYPE APPROVAL FORM



TYPE APPROVAL FORM (2)



SPECTRUM LICENCE FORM



SPECTRUM LICENCE FORM (2)



Certification Process



WTO/GATS Basic Telecoms 
Agreement

Reference Paper of Regulatory Principles

1.2.a Available Technical Information

2.2.a Interconnection

5 Independent Regulators



WTO – Agreement on 
Technical Barriers to Trade

TECHNICAL BARRIERS

Article 6 – Trade Facilitation

Article 12 Special Treatment

Article 11 Technical Assistance



WTO: Enhancing the 
Telecom Market

Trade Dimensions - Broadcasting Equipment         
Market

Safeguards - Importing Countries and Production 
Location

Special Treatment

Surveillance Stage of Technological 
Development

Mode 4 – Movement of Technical Experts –
ISO/IEC-17011



CONCLUSIONS

Trade Facilitation and Market Access are Key

Shift in Product Type – Broadcasting Market and 
Cellular Environment

“Tweaking” the Trade Rules
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